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A HEALING MINISTRY
Christian Science nurses have 
ministered to generations of 

Christian Scientists at Arden Wood.  
In an atmosphere of spiritual upli� and 

faithful service, patients, nurses, and 
support sta� have experienced 

wonderful healing, spiritual growth, 
and satisfying fellowship.

445 Wawona Street, San Francisco, CA  94116
Phone: (415) 681-5500 or (800) 767-0003

Fax: (415) 379-2112
www.ardenwood.org
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DESIGNING THE INTERIOR 
Designer Vernita Seeley (wife 

of Paul Stark Seeley, CSB) set a high 
standard of grace and beauty in 

the selection of �xtures and 
furniture for the new “BA,” as it was 

then known. �e intent of the interior 
design was to support healing 

and re�ect light, highlighting the 
beauty of the natural surroundings 

and landscaping. Her scrapbook chroni-
cles the original furnishings 

and fabrics.

The Christian Science 
Benevolent Association 
on Pacific Coast 
opens for guests. The 
cost of the project 
was funded entirely by 
voluntary contributions 
from Christian Science 
churches, societies, and 
individual supporters 
from around the world.

MAY 23

The Mother Church 
operated the nursing 
facility, nurses’ training 
school, and “rest and 
study” guest accommo-
dations for 45 years. 
In 1975, a private 
nonprofit organization 
was formed, called 
Arden Wood.

Arden Wood’s Board 
of Trustees now owns 
and operates the facility 
and property without 
financial support from 
The Mother Church. 
Residential apartments 
for Christian Scientists are 
established, and Christian 
Science nursing services 
are expanded.

1929

 1930 – 1975  1975 - Present

The cornerstone is laid 
and includes a sealed 
copper receptacle 
containing the Bible, 
the writings of 
Mary Baker Eddy, and 
current editions of 
The Christian Science 
Journal, Sentinel, 
Herald, and Monitor.

JANUARY 25

1930

ARDEN WOOD
From Promise to Fruition

A BUILDING FOR GENERATIONS

Since its inception in 1930, 
Arden Wood’s mission has been to 

provide a haven for spiritual 
healing. Designed by renowned 

San Francisco architect Henry Gu�erson, 
Arden Wood re�ects a timeless sense 

of strength, beauty, and tranquility. 
Its gracious physical features 

emanate from a wellspring of love 
for Christ Jesus and our Leader, 
Mary Baker Eddy, as well as an 

unwavering commitment to practice 
and demonstrate Christian Science.

[]
Today, Arden Wood o�ers 

Christian Science nursing, a visiting 
nurse service, Christian Science nurses’ 

training, sheltered care, residential 
accommodations, and a place for 

rest and study.

FOUNDERS, CIRCA 1930
Marvin Higgins (center, holding hat) 
and Mary Alice Higgins (to his left), 

architect Henry Gutterson
 (back left, leaning against railing)
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On May 15, 1930, the doors 
opened to welcome 12,000 visitors 

eager to tour the new facility.

AN INSPIRED IDEA

Love and gratitude for seasoned and 
tireless Christian Science workers

inspired Marvin and Mary Alice Higgins 
to establish the Christian Science 

Benevolent Association on Paci�c Coast, 
known today as Arden Wood. Mr. and 
Mrs. Higgins collaborated closely with 

the Christian Science Board of Directors 
of �e Mother Church and other West 
Coast Christian Scientists to construct 

a haven for spiritual study, healing, and 
residential life based on the teachings 

and practice of Christian Science. 

THE IDEA TAKES SHAPE

Ground was broken on January 8, 1929, 
and construction proceeded without 

interruption to the day of completion. 
�e consecrated metaphysical work 

of the Building Commi�ee resulted in 
a complete absence of injuries 

and accidents during construction.

Deeply grateful for their 
own healings in Christian 
Science, Marvin and 
Mary Alice Higgins are 
inspired to establish 
a retirement home, 
a place of refuge, for 
devoted Christian 
Science practitioners.

They approach the 
Christian Science Board 
of Directors for approval, 
and the idea continues to 
grow. The Board suggests 
a sanatorium, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Higgins readily agree 
to design and construct 
the Christian Science 
Benevolent Association 
on Pacific Coast.

OCTOBER

After a thorough 
investigation of 
potential sites, 
the San Francisco 
property in the 
section of the 
city known as 
“Arden Wood” 
is recommended 
for purchase.

JUNE

A Building 
Committee is 
appointed by 
the Christian 
Science Board 
of Directors, and 
Mr. Higgins is 
named chairman.

OCTOBERJANUARY

Respected 
architect and 
fellow Christian 
Scientist Henry 
Gutterson is 
appointed by 
the Building 
Committee 
to design the 
new facility.

APRIL

Plans and 
specifications for 
the Sanatorium 
are approved. 
The building will 
be grounded 
in bedrock and 
constructed to 
withstand 
earthquakes.

OCTOBER

 1927

A construction 
contract is 
signed and 
building begins.

In startling 
contrast to the 
economic turmoil 
of the times, 
donations flow 
in from around 
the world, and 
construction 
continues without 
interruption.

JANUARYDECEMBER

 1926

 1928

 1929

EARLY 1900s TO THE PRESENT    
Arden Wood is built on the healing power of love and gratitude.

 1909

Mary Baker Eddy 
instructs the Christian 
Science Board of 
Directors to establish 
a Christian Science 
sanatorium, a “resort 
for the so-called sick.”  
(Christian Science Sentinel, 
Vol. 19, 1916 – 1917, p. 110)  

JULY

 1919

The First Church of 
Christ, Scientist in 
Boston (The Mother 
Church) opens its 
first sanatorium, the 
Christian Science 
Benevolent Associa-
tion, in Chestnut Hill, 
Massachusetts.

JULY


